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PUBLIC HEARING AGENDA 
 

These public hearings are being held by the Idaho Department of Water Resources to present 
information and solicit water user input on the proposed action to include tributary basins into 
the Eastern Snake Plain Aquifer Area of Common Ground Water Supply as per the requirements 
of Idaho Code §42-233c.  Note: The audio will be recorded during the hearings. 

 
 

1. Greetings and Introductions 

2. Discuss Purpose and Format of Hearing 

3. Informational Presentations 

4. Question and Answer Session 

5. Opportunity to Provide Oral Comments 

a. Written comments will be accepted through May 4, 2026, and can be mailed to Idaho 

Department of Water Resources, c/o Brian Ragan, PO Box 83720, Boise, Idaho, 

83720-0098, or emailed to brian.ragan@idwr.idaho.gov 

6. Adjourn 

 
 
Public hearing venue details: 
 

April 21, 2026 @ 7 p.m. 
(Tuesday) 

April 22, 2026 @ 1 p.m. 
(Wednesday) 

Rock Creek Basin  
Rockland City Hall 

135 S Main St. 
Rockland ID 83271 

Marsh Creek Basin 
Albion Civic Center 

124 S Main St. 
Albion ID 83311 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:brian.ragan@idwr.idaho.gov


AGENDA ESPA Tributary Basin Public Hearings: April 21 – 22, 2026 Page 2 of 2 
 

Synopsis of Idaho Code § 42-233c Enacted on July 1, 2024 
 

1. The Eastern Snake Plain Aquifer Area of Common Ground Water Supply (“ESPA 
ACGWS”) is statutorily defined as the aquifer underlying the Eastern Snake River Plain 
as described in the ESPA Model version 2.2 calibration report. 

2. Director of IDWR may expand ESPA ACGWS into tributary basins that affect the ESPA. 
3. The public must be notified, a public hearing must be held, and the public must be given 

an opportunity to provide both oral and written comments prior to issuance of an order 
expanding the ESPA ACGWS. 

Definitions found in the Conjunctive Management Rules of IDAPA 37.03.11 
 

1. Area having a common ground water supply.  A ground water source within which the 
diversion and use of ground water or changes in ground water recharge affect the flow of 
water in a surface water source or within which the diversion and use of water by a 
holder of a ground water right affects the ground water supply available to the holders of 
other ground water rights. (Section 42-237a.g., Idaho Code) 

 
2. Conjunctive Management.  Legal and hydrologic integration of administration of the 

diversion and use of water under water rights from surface and ground water sources, 
including areas having a common ground water supply. 
 

3. Delivery Call.  A request from the holder of a water right for administration of water 
rights under the prior appropriation doctrine. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 
showing the 
Eastern 
Snake Plain 
Aquifer Area 
of Common 
Ground 
Water 
Supply and 
surrounding 
Tributary 
Basins. 


